Macrovascular complications of diabetes in atherosclerosisprone mice.
The well-established relationship between diabetes and cardiovascular complications, combined with the rapidly increasing prevalence of diabetes, has created a pressing need for better understanding of the mechanisms of diabetic atherosclerosis. Multiple metabolic and diabetes-specific factors have been associated with accelerated atherosclerosis, including dyslipidemia, oxidative stress, inflammation, vascular cell dysfunction and coagulopathy. This discussion highlights selected studies in which researchers have employed mouse models of diabetic atherosclerosis in an attempt to examine these mechanisms and test potential therapeutic and preventative measures.